HOW TO BE BORN AGAIN

1. ADMIT YOU'RE A SINNER.
Ask God to forgive you. Romans 3: 10, 23; 5:8; 6:23.
2. BELIEVE JESUS CHRIST DIED FOR YOUR SINS and rose
again from the grave three days later. John 3:16; 14:6.
| 3. CALL ON THE NAME OF THE LORD. Romans 10:9-10.

If we ask Jesus to forgive and cleanse us
from sin, we are born again by the Spirit of
God. We have New Life in Christ! We will
have eternal life with Jesus in Heaven!

“For God so loved the world that
He gave His only begotten Son,
that whoever believes in Him
should not perish but have
everlasting life.” John 3:16

HAVE YOU BEEN BORN AGAIN?

If you aren’t sure, pray this prayer out loud.

LORD

HE ANSWERED ME
o

DELIVERED ME FROM

ALL MY FEARS

PSALM 34:4

DEAR CHRIST JESUS:

| CONFESS THAT | AM A SINNER. | BELIEVE THAT
YOU DIED ON THE CROSS FOR MY SINS AND
ROSE FROM THE DEAD ON THE THIRD DAY.
| BELIEVE YOU ALONE CAN FORGIVE MY SIN
AND GIVE ME A NEW AND ETERNAL LIFE.

JESUS, PLEASE, FORGIVE ME. | KNOW YOU
ARE THE ONLY WAY TO GOD. | KNOW YOU ARE
THE ONLY HOPE | HAVE. PLEASE, BE MY LORD
AND SAVIOR. HELP ME TO OBEY YOUR WORD
AND LIVE FORYOU. FILL ME WITH THE HOLY
SPIRIT TO HELP ME LIVE A RIGHT LIFE.

IN THE NAME OF JESUS | PRAY. AMEN.

If you prayed this prayer, Congratulations! Tell
someone your good news. Tell us! We will send a
special mailing to help you begin your walk with
Christ. Keep praying to the Lord, and ask your
Chaplain for a Bible to read. God bless you and
welcome to your NEW LIFE in Christ! Eﬁ
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by Mattie D. Britts (1842-1933)

VERSE 1

O weary pilgrim, thro’ life’s day,
Are shadows gath’ring o’er thee?
Have care and pain beset the way
That stretches on before thee?

Then trust in God, look up and smile
Thro’ blinding tears of sorrow:

The clouds can darken but awhile,
The sun will shine tomorow.

REFRAIN

The sun will shine, the sun will shine,
The sun will shine tomorrow.

The clouds can darken but awhile,
The sun will shine tomorrow.

VERSE 2

Our lives must hold some rainy days,
Some storms must break above us,
But ’tis our Father guides our ways,
He’ll never fail to love us.

So bravely, brightly keep thy way,
And do not yield to sorrow,

For tho’ the clouds hang thick today,
The sun will shine tomorrow.

VERSE 3
This world is quite a happy place,
In rain or pleasant weather,

If people only try to live

In harmony together.

Oh, let us trust, midst good and ill,
And joy from trouble borrow:
A loving Father watches still,
The sun will shine tomorrow.
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By living according to your word. -Psam 119:9 niv

’—‘ I ] 8 1 4 How can a young person stay on the path of purity?

HORSE SENSE AJoyful #00n by Mike Waters
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1 KNOW Im
EMPTY! BUT,
CAN | JUST
OPEN UP

TO HIM AND
EXPECT TO
GET SOMETHING
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| am the LORD your God, who brought you up out of Egypt.

Open wide your mouth and I will fill it. — Psatm 81:10 Niv
APPRAISER AJoyful ‘00N by Mike Waters
8 1 3 2 9 THIS IS MY RIGHTEOUSNESS' | WOULDN'T GIVE A FILTHY RAG é
| MADE IT MYSELF OUT OF FOR THAT THING! BUT, | CAN =
GOOD DEEDS! WHAT DO YOUA TELL YOU HOW TO TRADE IT FOR| &
RECKON TS WORTH ? SOME RIGHTEOUSNESS THAT'S OF
SUDOKU ANSWERS / \ 7 5 INCALCULABLE VALUE!
J i T m m
®[9'8'5[6 7]3[1]4 2|@[4]8]9]6]1 3[7 2]5|®[1/7]4[5]6/9][8/3 2 REMINDERS 3 4 8 S
37 1[4 28695 123(457(896 93/2(7/4 8[6/1 5 , £
462/159|387 657|892[134 685|132{479 When you re released, request :
14 7|9 8[6[5[23 9[1]5[2[4 6[3 7 8 716/8[3[5 4[9 21 I_I Ml@I_I 9 4 s
536[24/7|8/19 3/4]6[7[8 1[9 52 34[1]2]/9/7|5 6 8 opelvial ome H
8 29[53/1]4]7 6 2|7/8]9/3 5[4 61 259[8/16[|743 13
7 98[36/4[2/51 716[4[1]2 9]5 8 3 5/1/6[9/7 3[2'8 4 Ftl ’D 5 3 \ §
6547121938 59|113/6/8/2/47 412131618 5419 7 athers le Allofushaveecomelikeonewhoisunclean
2/1/3[8/915]7]6]4 8]3]2|5[7/4]6/1]9 8|9|7]4]2]1|3]5]6 is June 15 2 8 5 and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags;
(J

we all shrivel up like a leaf,
and like the wind our sins sweep us away. - lsaias 64:6 niv
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\ \{\ LETTERS FROM A SISTER IN CHRIST.
SN2
1 I////g:_ I was praying. Definitely felt trapped in my own garbage. Do you
= \\5 know that feeling?
’/,r"‘.\\f\\\ I didn't want to be a hypocrite, and ask for more chances from God. I

el can remember every time He gave me a break—a blessing, a miracle—
and I was so grateful. So amazed. Things were good, but then I’d do it
again. I tried. / really did! People don't believe it, but / tried.

I just couldn't find a way out of my prison. You can call it what you
want, but it felt like a chain around my neck. Even when the prison doors
opened, I’d take the prison with me.

So, I was praying. I begged God to forgive me. Again. I was begging
Him to fix the damage I had done to others. That was the worst part.

And, then I felt love. I felt God keep loving me—somehow, because
of what Jesus did for me on the cross. He tells me:

"Today you will be with Me in Paradise. Though your sins are like
crimson, I will wash you clean; innocent as a new, baby lamb. I love you,
and love never fails, never gives up on you. I can make you new every
day. You, My child, are seated in Heavenly places right now."

Now, that chain is gone. Not because of me, but because Jesus died for
me, and set me free.
From, Your Sister in Christ

LUKE 23:32-43

There were also two others, criminals, led with Him to be put to death. And when they
had come to the place called Calvary, there they crucified Him, and the criminals, one
on the right hand and the other on the left. Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them,
for they do not know what they do.” And they divided His garments and cast lots.
And the people stood looking on. But even the rulers with them sneered, saying, “He
saved others; let Him save Himself if He is the Christ, the chosen of God.” The soldiers
also mocked Him, coming and offering Him sour wine, and saying, “If You are the
King of the Jews, save Yourself.” And an inscription also was written over Him in let-
ters of Greek, Latin, and Hebrew: THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS. Then one of
the criminals who were hanged blasphemed Him, saying, “If You are the Christ, save
Yourself and us.” But the other, answering, rebuked him, saying, “Do you not even fear
God, seeing you are under the same condemnation? And we indeed justly, for we re-
ceive the due reward of our deeds; but this Man has done nothing wrong.” Then he
said to Jesus, “Lord, remember me when You come into Your kingdom.” And Jesus
said to him, “Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise.”

EPHESIANS 2:6-7
“And raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ

Jesus, that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace
in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.”

JOHN 3:16

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes
in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”

LAMENTATIONS 3:22-23

Through the LORD’s mercies we are not consumed, because His compassions fail
not. They are new every morning; Great is Your faithfulness.
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"Later that evening [ went to the meeting, where one of the speakers
is a friend of mine. She spoke of how God brought her out of a financial
difficulty that she and her husband had gone through. She didn't hold
anything back, including all the embarrassing experiences she faced. God
meant for me to hear it all.

"Afterward, I shared with my friend how I'd read your message about
being at wit's end, and I told her how God had used it to minister to me.
Then, the following week, I received a package from her. Inside was a
copy of your message, 'Right Song, Wrong Side.'! How awesome! I called
my friend to thank her, and she told me she would send other messages.

"I'm not through my trial yet. It's still very hard. Sometimes when I
look down the road, I see potential disasters hemming us in like the
children of Israel. Yet God has shown me I have doubted His love for me
and His faithfulness to provide for me.

"I've also realized, as you've taught, that I've been good at suppressing
my fears and have never dealt a deathblow to my doubts. Now I want to
put an end to all that. I want to choose to praise God for loving me and
providing for me, even though I haven't seen the provision yet.

"My prayer is that Jesus, the author and perfecter of my faith, will
heal my doubt and give me the gift of faith to trust Him completely. I
pray He'll give me a song to sing on this side of the victory. I so want to
pass this test! I want to sing the right song on the right side, as a
testimony to God's grace and faithfulness."”

Our ministry receives many letters like this one, from people around
the country whose faith is growing. They believe as I do that hard times
are coming upon this nation but they know the Lord is going to see them
through. And they've proven Him faithful!

Dear saint, you may have more bad days coming. But you must
come to the place where you can say, "Jesus, I cast all my cares upon
You now. I'm an heir to the riches of God in Christ Jesus. And I know
those riches include full supply of all my physical needs." You can
believe God for that!

A MESSAGE FOR CHRISTIANS WHO HAVE BAD DAYS
DAVID WILKERSON ® 2025 WORLD CHALLENGE, INC.
USED BY PERMISSION OF WORLD CHALLENGE
P.O. BOX 8930 | PUEBLO, CO 81008

SUBSCRIBE TO HOPEMAIL. FREE FOR ANY INMATE IN THE USA.
WRITE: HOPEMAIL | P.O.BOX 307 | HAVERHILL, MA 01830

A Message for Christians Who Have Bad Days

BY REV. DAVID WILKERSON

ABOUT REV. DAVID WILKERSON: Born May 19, 1931 — April 27, 2011, Pastor Dave was an
American Christian evangelist, best known for his book The Cross and the Switchbiade. He
was the founder of the addiction recovery program Teen Challenge, and founding pastor of
the interdenominational Times Square Church in New York City. Wilkerson emphasized such
Christian beliefs as God's holiness and righteousness, God's love toward humans and espe-
cially Christian views of Jesus.

The Christian life is not a life of clear sailing. Every believer is going to
have bad days, no matter how holy he may be. In fact, I believe the more
godly a person is, the more trying and excruciating his bad days will be.

Fortunately, most Christians know Jesus isn't just a "good times only"
savior. He's with us not only when things are going well, but during our
bad days also. When hard times hit us, He doesn't disappear, saying, "I'll
be back when you've got it all worked out." No He's faithful and caring
through every kind of season. And He's touched by every feeling we
endure during our hard times.

The apostle Paul addresses this when he writes, "We have this
treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of
God, and not of us" (2 Corinthians 4:7). Imagine it! The treasure Paul
refers to is the knowledge and presence of Jesus Christ. And we hold this
precious treasure in our bodies!

Yet the Greek word Paul uses for "earthen" is "frail clay" meaning,
"weak, easily broken, easily tempted." He's saying, "Yes, we hold Jesus'
presence in our very bodies. But our bodies are weak, easily tempted and
easily broken!"

The fact 1s, we all suffer what the Bible calls "infirmities." For many
Christians, a common infirmity of life is a frail constitution or poor
health. Paul spoke of Timothy's frequent illnesses, calling them "often
infirmities" (1 Timothy 5:23). The Greek word "infirmity" here means
"sickly, without strength, feeble of body or mind."

Yet there are other kinds of infirmities besides physical ones, and
they're just as difficult to handle. In my opinion, infirmities of the mind
are probably the most widespread. I'm not talking about mental illness,
but rather those unexplainable times when your feelings betray you and
play tricks on your mind. Let me explain.

HOPEMAIL JUNE 2025 1



It's possible to go to bed feeling contented, on top of the world, and
yet wake up the next day with a heavy cloud of gloom hanging over your
head. All day long you feel totally bound by your downcast state of
mind. You don't know where it came from but the cloud of gloom just
keeps hanging over you, and it won't go away.

Guilt, fear and anxiety are all infirmities of the mind. Such things might
haunt you because of your past, or because of some sin that still clings to
your life. And these infirmities cannot but help affect your feelings.

Now, you may say you don't live by your feelings but in a very real
sense you do. For instance, you might not be able to shake off some
harsh words someone spoke to you a few days before. Or, you may
constantly battle feelings of rejection or unworthiness. Without question,
these feelings have a direct effect on the way you live.

For some people, Mother’s Day or Father’s Day is one of the hardest
days of the year. Perhaps their parents didn't offer much love, or were
alcoholics, or simply weren't around. Many people can't remember a
good day with their mother or father at all. And so Christmas and
Thanksgiving become the most difficult times of the year for them.

Ironically, my bad days come most often while I'm searching God's
word. When I'm alone with the Lord and my Bible, I can be overwhelmed
with feelings of ignorance. I sense there's a whole ocean of truth before me,
but I can't possibly comprehend it because there's so much of it.

I get even more frustrated when I read the great writings of preachers
who lived 300 years ago. I end up crying out, "Oh, Lord I'm like a baby in
my understanding compared to these spiritual giants! They lived in a suppos-
edly unenlightened age and yet as young men they wrote about matters I
have yet to grasp in my sixties. Why is it so hard for me to get 1it?"

The only answer I receive is what I hear in Paul's words: "Not of works,
lest any man should boast" (Ephesians 2:9). All power rests in God including
the power to comprehend truth and maintain a godly life. This great treasure
1s contained in earthen vessels so that all glory may be to Him!

IT IS NOT UNSPIRITUAL TO EXPERIENCE BAD DAYS!

If your bad day involves a demonic attack on your faith, you may be
tempted to think you're being unspiritual just for undergoing it. Yet
nothing could be further from the truth.

Several weeks ago, a godly young man called me in tears. He
blurted out, "I've just had the worst day of my life and I don't know what
to do! A strange feeling came over me today, and I can't shake it. Brother
Dave, I don't know if there is a God!"

The young man had no idea where his feelings of doubt came from.
And he was shocked and hurt by the terrible thoughts that entered his
mind. He confessed, "I can't feel God's presence. And now I can't help
doubting whether He exists at all. What am I going to do? I don't want to

2 A MESSAGE FOR CHRISTIANS WHO HAVE BAD DAYS

is lacking or necessary.

Paul is saying, "God is faithful to take care of all your concerns
business, financial and otherwise. That covers your employment, your food,
your clothes and your home. Yet there are also the riches of His goodness,
strength, wisdom and grace, as well as the riches of His full assurance of
salvation. And, beyond even these, there are His unsearchable riches!"

Note that Paul says, "God shall supply all your need" using the sin-
gular. In short, He's saying, "You need only one thing: Jesus! All your
needs are wrapped up in Him. You need only to seek Him and He will
provide all for you!"

YOU MUST BE CONVINCED YOUR FATHER IN HEAVEN HAS GREAT
AFFECTION FOR YOU!

Even though you may question God's love for you, He does not condemn
you. On the contrary, He feels your pain and despair and wants you to know
His storehouse is full of everything you need and it's all available to you!

But, He says, "You can't use or enjoy any of it unless you lay hold of
it by faith. You must realize who you are My child, My heir and rest in
My promise to take care of all your needs and affairs. Show Me you trust
Me by coming into My rest!"

I want to close this message with a letter our ministry received
recently. I believe it speaks powerfully to this subject of having bad
days:

"Dear Pastor David, a few years ago my husband lost a job that was
very important to him. In fact, it was tragic for him. He lost all his self
esteem, as well as his good income, and he has never recovered. Even
though he's employed, his present salary is less than half of what he was
making.

"Now the responsibility falls on me to be the primary breadwinner.
A few weeks ago, I planned to go to a Christian meeting one Friday
evening after work, and I had about forty-five minutes beforehand to lie
down and rest. I was looking for something to read when the Lord led me
to a box of papers I'd kept.

"I pulled out one of your old sermons: 'A Place Called Wit's End.'
As I read this message, God's Spirit ministered to me that that's exactly
where [ am at my wit's end! Soon I'm going to retire, and my worries
keep piling up. We're drowning in financial difficulties, with no end in
sight.

"Yet God showed me through your message that I've turned in anger
against my husband. I've been depending on Him that is, on the flesh. I
need to turn to Jesus alone as my hope, as the only one who can provide
for me and bring me out of these problems. I know now my husband can
never bring me out. Yet as I read your message, I received assurance that
God is with me at my wit's end.

HOPEMAIL JUNE 2025 7



don'ts," never comprehending their position as sons of God. "We, when
we were children, were in bondage" (verse 3). They're still serving God
as slaves, bound by fear, guilt and despair because they don't understand
their adoption!

Paul says to such believers, "You're still childish in your thinking,
laboring under the bondage of laws you established for yourself. You
don't see that you're now lord over all things, able to partake in every-
thing your father owns. He adopted you, loved you and put you in school
to prepare you for something. And the cross was your graduation day!"

OUR HEAVENLY FATHER COMFORTS US ON OUR BAD DAYS YET HE
DESIRES SOMETHING MORE FOR US IN SUCH TIMES

Imagine an adopted son whose time has been fulfilled. His training is
now complete, and he has inherited lordship over all his father's wealth.
Yet this son continues to eke out an existence with the servants, living
under the terms of enslavement.

I ask you: Is it right for this young man's father to comfort him in his
bondage, assuring him he's loved and that everything will be all right? No!
Any father who loves his son would want him to claim his inheritance and
leave his poverty. He would urge him to appropriate the riches that are his!

Likewise, God doesn't merely comfort us in our bondage. Rather, He
comes to us saying, "Son, daughter, when are you going to take your
place at my side? When will you come into my house and lay hold of all
the resources that are now rightfully yours?"

"Because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into
your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. Wherefore thou art no more a servant,
but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ" (Galatians
4:67). "For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus" (3:26).

If Jesus is your Lord and Savior, then you're a child of God. And
because you are his child, you are automatically an heir a joint heir with
Christ to all the riches of the father!

Of course, our position as heirs has nothing to do with material
wealth. To say that Christ died to make us rich in gold or silver is
blasphemy. The Bible states, "In him dwelleth all the fullness of the
Godhead bodily" (Colossians 2:9). This means God has given Jesus all
riches in glory. Therefore, he has every resource needed to bring us out
of every bad day we might face!

Yet, you ask, "Isn't God interested in our physical wellbeing? All my
bad days have to do with my bills, my debts, my lack of finances. I
constantly worry about my family's living conditions, having enough to
live on, making ends meet."

Beloved, your Father begins by meeting all your physical needs! His
Word promises, "My God shall supply all your need according to His
riches in glory by Christ Jesus" (Philippians 4:19). The Greek word for
"need" here is from a root word meaning, "to handle all business, all that
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harbor these awful thoughts!"

[ told him, "Don't be afraid or discouraged. Believe me, this is an old
trick of the devil. He loves to play it especially on young believers who
are precious to God. Right now he's injecting these thoughts into your
mind to try to strike at your faith. He wants to confuse you!"

Little did this young man know, I'd been through a similar
experience years before with my own son, Gary. As a teenager, Gary
came home from school one day and went straight to his room without
saying a word to anyone. I knew something was wrong so I knocked on
his door and asked if we could talk.

"I don't want to hurt you, Dad," Gary said and then he broke down in
tears. "I'm having awful thoughts. I'm not sure there's a God anymore!"

Those words broke my heart because I knew Gary had been called
by God to preach His word. I wish I'd had the spiritual insight then that I
have now about this problem. But all I could tell Gary at the time was:
"Son, just trust Jesus the best you can. Ride it out, and don't give up.
He'll see you through the storm in your mind."

God did see Gary through his trial. And today my son pastors a
church in Denver, after nearly two decades of pioneering inner-city
churches and overseas ministries.

Now I was able to tell this young man the same thing I'd told Gary:
"Just ride it out. Your heavenly father knows exactly what you're going
through and He'll see you through it all. Remember, God has promised
never to leave you. Just keep turning to Him, by faith alone!"

If you're undergoing this kind of trial, you must understand: you are not
being unspiritual while enduring such attacks. You're still the child of your
Heavenly Father, and He won't let you fight alone. He'll send the
Holy Ghost to chase away all your doubts! So, don't try to argue with the
devil. You can't prove anything to him. Instead, when the next attack comes,
run to your Heavenly Father. Then stand still, with patience and hope!

I once received a letter from a Pentecostal pastor's wife whose
husband had died a few years before. She wrote that he had been a
powerful preacher, devoted pastor, and a loving, caring father. But he
had a serious problem: he was bound by a spirit of adultery.

This man had to resign from four different churches because of his
many affairs with women. After each resignation, he would go straight
for a few years but then his addiction would resurface, and he would start
the pattern of adultery all over again.

Fortunately, his wife was a student of God's word and a prayer
warrior who remained close to the Lord through it all. Her friends told
her she should leave her husband, saying it was foolish to stay with a
man who continually abused her that way. But, she wrote, "I know God
hates divorce. So I decided to hold onto the Lord. "Every time her
husband cheated on her, she cried a river of tears, aching terribly. But she
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always felt the Lord telling her to stay with him, forgive him and try to
help him. So she faithfully took all her pain to the Lord and each time He
gave her the strength to go on.

Beloved, this dear woman didn't just have bad days—she had bad
years! She wrote that she remembers only a few brief periods of
happiness in all the years of her marriage. But she knew God had
promised to bless and honor her in the end.

And so He has. Today, her children are in love with the Lord and are
married to godly Christians. And, amazingly, all of those adult children
have good memories of their father, in spite of his many tragic failures.

Moreover, this dear woman is blessed, revered and honored in her
church. In fact, she is often invited to speak to young married women. She
always advises them not to abandon their husbands at the slightest problem.
Instead, she tells them, "Jesus has been all sufficient for me, through every
storm. He has blessed me beyond anything I could hope for!"

Then she wrote something in her letter that struck me powerfully:
"There were awful, trying days when I felt like giving in to my emotions.
I can't tell you how many times I wanted to quit. I thought, 'My husband
preaches with fire and moves the hearts of everyone in this church. But
he's an adulterer!'

"I was haunted by the thought that all my efforts were in vain. But I
knew I had a promise from God. And when I prayed, I reminded Him of
His promise to me and He always gave me strength to go on. Now I'm
glad I didn't give up. I can say that God has shown me His goodness!"

EVEN THE SAINTLY PAUL HAD BAD DAYS.

Paul was hit with a bad day while traveling in Macedonia. "When we
were come into Macedonia, our flesh had no rest, but we were troubled
on every side; without were fightings, within were fears" (2 Corinthians
7:5). This godly man confessed that his inner man was plagued not just
by one fear, but by many fears!

Indeed, Paul was no superhuman. He was subject to the same human
emotions we all face. At one point, all the believers in Asia turned
against him; people he'd given his lifeblood for. He wrote, "...the more
abundantly I love you, the less I be loved" (12:15).

Yes, Paul had awful days. But he never gave in to his feelings and
the temptations that accompanied them. He testified in his worst time: "I
am filled with comfort, I am exceeding joyful in all our tribulation” (7:4).
Then he added: "God comforteth those that are cast down" (verse 6).

Are you going through a bad day, a bad week, a long season of
despondency? Are you cast down, discouraged, with thoughts of
quitting? If this describes you, then how do you think God reacts to your
trial? Does He rebuke you or chasten you? No, never! Paul states, "The
Lord is never closer to you, never more ready to help you, than when
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you're down and hurting."

"Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort; who comforteth us in all
our tribulation..." (1:34). The Greek word for "comforteth" here means
"to call close." What an amazing thing! When we experience bad days,
our heavenly father takes advantage of them to draw us close to himself!

BAD DAYS ARE INEVITABLE, BUT BECOME FEWER AND LESS
DISTURBING AS WE GROW IN WHO WE ARE IN CHRIST

As we continue in our walk with the Lord, our bad days should grow less
intense. And we should become more aware in our bad times that we
have all the resources needed to deal with the enemy.

I believe our bad days are often meant to bring us into maturity and
out of childish bondages. Think about it: Most of our bad days are caused
by our childish reactions to life situations. And consider the way children
react to life: One minute they're laughing, and the next they're screaming.
They pout. They're a bundle of fears. They're easily hurt, and they cry a
lot. They have short attention spans, and they demand instant gratification.

Yet, in spite of all this, godly parents love and comfort their children
through all of life's experiences. No tantrum could ever cause a loving
parent to disown or reject his child.

Likewise, as Christians, we sometimes pout or throw fleshly
tantrums when we face difficult times. We cry, "Okay, God, if that's the
way you're going to treat me if you're going to keep letting bad things
happen then why should I even pray to you?"

Yet our heavenly father loves and comforts us through every
tantrum through our burdens, our screaming, our childish ups and downs.
You see, His great desire 1s that in the midst of our trials we'll begin to
grasp the knowledge of who we are and what we possess as His children.
He knows that whenever we're tossed about by the winds and waves of
our emotions, we forget we're His children and we begin living far
beneath our privileges. Yet His word tells us we're His heirs and joint
heirs with our older brother, Jesus!

"Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing
from a servant, though he be lord of all" (Galatians 4:1). Paul is talking
here about a Roman custom of the day. A child would be adopted by a
rich man and then placed with a tutor until he turned eight years old.
Then, from age eight to twentyfive, the child would be put under the
authority of a guardian. Through all these years, the child remained heir
to a fortune yet he had virtually no control or power over his life.

Paul says such a child illustrates those who are under the law. The
law 1s the tutor that instructs us in God's commands. But a time comes
when our schooling ends and we're to take our places as heirs of God's
riches through the grace of Christ. Yet, many Christians never lay hold of
this knowledge. They still live according to good works and "do's and
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